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Research
Rape Culture & Sexual Violence 

in Pacific Islander Communities: 
An Oral History Project

 

Gender-based Violence Consortium

Gender and sexual violence within the US Tongan diasporic communities is often a
taboo topic and a difficult subject matter to discuss for many Tongans and other
members of the Pacific Island community (Thomas, 9). In December 2020, Eleni ‘Iongi
Alaalatoa had post a live video speaking on her own rape story as well as mentioning
other girls who have suffered sexual violence. This went on to create an upsurge of
other Tongans publicly sharing their testimonies. Although Eleni opened a door for
other Tongans to share their own experiences and for other Tongan to listen and
grapple with certain behaviors that might have enabled rape culture. Eleni and many
other Tongan girls who shared their stories often found their stories were doubted,
invalidated, and gaslighted. In response to the community’s challenges with violence,
the Tongan community counters abuse with fundamental values in the Tongan culture
of love, respect, humility, loyalty, and building relationships (these values are also
known as the Faa’i Kavei Koula, The Four Core Values (To’o Folau, and Tonga, 31).

This is furthered by stereotypes surrounding Pacific Islanders ....
 

Introduction to the project
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https://www.usu.edu/uwlp/files/infographics/assault.pdf
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Events

 
Application Deadline: May 6th, 2022

2022 University of Utah Summer Institute 
for Women’s and Reproductive Health

June 6 – July 31
 

Apply here

https://bit.ly/37LkTfr


Resources

Click here to watch video

USU study exposes human trafficking 
in Utah

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4FAyr-wevY4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4FAyr-wevY4


Human trafficking isn’t just a problem
elsewhere. It’s happening in urban, rural

Utah, new report says
 
 

Click here
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Click here

Report: Utah can do more to prevent
human trafficking and help survivors
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